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South Shore Harbor Resort in League City (TX) provided an incredible setting for a suc-
cessful District Convention the weekend of June 1% — 3.  Participating were over seventy-five
Exchangites and guests representing fifteen Clubs in the Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast District.
Clubs represented were: Alexandria, Allen Center, Angleton, Baton Rouge, Bellaire, Fort Bend,
Galleria, Heights, Hobby, Houston, Greater Katy, Memorial, Pasadena Area, Pearland, and Sugar
Land.

Friday

The tone for the convention was set early by John & Lou Piegsa, who warmly greeted eve-
ryone at the registration table in the lobby of the hotel. The hospitality suite already was open and
immediately served as a central gathering place for Exchangites. The convention officially kicked
off Friday evening with dinner on the outside patio at The Sundance Grill. Perfect weather al-
lowed everyone to enjoy fresh air, a great view of the water with boats sailing by, a fine meal, ca-
lypso music, and an opportunity to visit with old and new friends.

After dinner, the hospitality suite back at the resort provided more opportunity to network
and party ... with karaoke showcasing a wide range of musical talent (from nonexistent to quite
good actually — thank you very much) ... kudos to Patti Smith-McNeese for her elaborate elec-
tronic set-up and know-how, ably assisted by Dottie Cornett. Club scrapbooks were on display in
the hospitality suite, as were “The Sailboats” (brain child of District President Debbie Hebert). A
few weeks before the convention, Debbie sent each Club President a small unassembled wooden
boat with decorating rules. The boats were to be brought to the convention for judging; and
ended up as table centerpieces for the Saturday evening banquet and Sunday morning breakfast.
Sugar Land’s cruise ship (of the Oelfke Cruise Line) occupied half of the conference table in the
hospitality suite and required several tug boats (would you believe one big lug) to get it there.
Awards were given for sailboats in the following categories “Most Traditional” (Fort Bend), “Most
Original” (Heights), and “Best of Show” (Baton Rouge). The Oelfke Cruise Ship of Sugar Land
was disqualified from the competition for violating several international maritime (and Hebert)
rules. It was, however, unofficially declared the “Best Showboater.” Exchangites enjoyed looking
at the scrapbooks of the various clubs ... out of interest, appreciation, and for ideas. Congratula-
tions to the Hobby Exchange Club for winning the “Best Scrapbook” award. It was clear that
every Club’s scrapbook took a great deal of time, effort and creativity to assemble, and each was
a true labor of love.

Saturday

Saturday saw a full day of activities starting with a continental breakfast. The general ses-
sion which followed provided attendees with information about some of National's upcoming pro-
grams, a chance to hear special guests Doyle Blasingame (of Bossier City, LA) and Ron Lash-
mett (of Irvine, CA) each address the session, and an excellent presentation by Brenda Robinson
on Exchange etiquette. Doyle is our current Region 5 V.P. and a candidate for National Presi-
dent-Elect; Ron is the current Region 1 V.P. and a candidate for National Treasurer. Brenda is
running to replace Doyle as our Region 5 V.P. In addition, several clubs promoted their projects
and/or fundraisers, with Baton Rouge being the only Club to offer free gifts (rolls of designer wrap-
ping paper) with the purchase of their raffle tickets. District elections for 2007-2008 also were

held at the general sSession. Congratulations to all of those elected.




The Youth Awards luncheon on Saturday was most inspiring ... with two outstanding
young people giving hope for the future. The District Youth of the Year winner was Kristopher
“Dow” Eldridge of Buckeye High School in Rapides Parish, Louisiana. Dow was sponsored by
the Exchange Club of Alexandria and had a resume with local/regional/national accomplish-
ments and honors as long as he is tall (6’6”) and well beyond his years. The District A.C.E. of
the Year winner was Dorsey Schroeck of The Dunham School in Baton Rouge. Dorsey was
sponsored by the Exchange Club of Baton Rouge and despite having cerebral palsy graduated
with high grades and a long list of accomplishments as well. Dorsey is physically not able to
write or type, yet has written a book and plans to major in creative writing in college. Both Dow
and Dorsey represented the District in our National competition in their respective award cate-
gories. The guest speaker at the luncheon was Dr. Robert Sanborn, President/CEO of Hous-
ton’s Children at Risk. Dr. Sanborn’s talk was very informative. A big thank you to Larry Rous-
seau for once again chairing the District youth awards project. Larry was noticeably moved by
each of our young award recipients, attesting to why these awards are so special to Exchange.

A few hours of free time in the afternoon gave convention attendees time to enjoy the re-
sort; a little afternoon rain didn’t dampen the spirits of those who chose to swim in the magnifi-
cent pool, soak in the outdoor hot tub, and/or browse the marina.

The President’'s Banquet was the focus of Saturday evening. 2006-07 District President
Debbie Hebert (assisted by first gentleman Bart) did a tremendous job in planning and imple-
menting the entire convention, but she especially shined at the banquet. Debbie presented
Christine Von Tour with the President’'s Award, given to the Exchangite who most helped the
President during the year. Way to go Christine! Well deserved. District Awards Chairperson
Brenda Robinson presented patches from National to representatives of all clubs for the various
projects they accomplished during the year. The Angleton Exchange Club won the award for
the best “Original Project” for their incredible, multi-faceted Veteran's Day project. Elsewhere in
this newsletter is a fuller description of Angleton’s project, along with those of the Memorial and
Baton Rouge clubs. An attempt by the Baton Rouge club to bribe the judges with wrapping pa-
per failed ... causing the Club to reassess how politics in Texas is played. Actually, politics
played no role in Angleton capturing this award with an absolutely phenomenal project.

The 2007-08 District officers and board members were installed at the banquet, with
Larry Rousseau’s inaugural address leaving everyone knowing that the coming year is going to
be a banner one for the TLGC District. Raffle tickets were drawn toward the end of the banquet
for a wide array of gift items donated by attendees. At $1 per raffle ticket, each person got to
distribute their tickets however they chose for chances at the various prizes. The prizes ranged
from diamond jewelry to framed posters autographed by popular country singers to baskets full
of popular household products. The raffle raised $500. But the highlight of the raffle was Lou
Piegsa’s painting of an Eagle (in red, white and blue) over the U.S. Constitution ... beautiful job
Lou; and a very sincere thank you. The painting raised an additional $600 in raffle ticket sales;
it was won by Greg Oelfke who will be donating it to the silent auction at the National Conven-
tion in Portland. There is no doubt that Lou’s painting will generate a lot of attention and bring
in really big bucks for the National Foundation.




Thanks to the Oelfkes for their continued generosity in support of Exchange. And special
thanks to Steve Friedman who had the winning raffle ticket for the diamond jewelry; upon learn-
ing that A.C.E. winner Dorsey Schroeck had admired the jewelry earlier in the day and got her
parents to buy raffle tickets for it, Steve gave Janet Marquette (of Baton Rouge) the beautiful
diamond ring to take to Dorsey. Steve, you performed a real mitzvah and brightened one young
lady’s life.

Following the banquet, the hospitality suite once again served as a central gathering
place well into the wee hours (reportedly 4:00 a.m.), with Karaoke providing a ton of fun for eve-
ryone — whether a spectator or spectacle.

Sunday

The One Nation Under God breakfast on Sunday morning culminated a fun and full
weekend of activities. Frank Levy, Director of Interfaith Ministries in Houston, addressed the
breakfast theme by discussing how the diversity of his organization’s staff improves its ability to
serve the needs of the community. He also presented a Jewish perspective of the theme, pro-
viding food for thought/debate on whether America is truly “One Nation Under God.” Brenda
Robinson lead a beautiful memorial service for Exchangites who have passed away in the past
year. Following breakfast, Exchangites visited for awhile before heading home ... or in the
case of this reporter, before heading to Minute Maid Park to watch the Astros lose to the Cardi-
nals in extra innings, again. First time in MMP, but this kid from Brooklyn did visit the Astrodome
in the summer of '65 about 7 months after it opened. That's my story and I'm sticking to it.
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Special 3 4 5 as of 6

The Red Lion Hotel Jantzen Beach is for convention. Guests needing
rooms are being directed to thaford Suitesan all-suite hotel located 300

yards from the lobby entrance of the Red Lion. Exde price is $109/night.
To make reservations, call Oxford Suites at (5@3-3030 and mention Ex-

change
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Angleton Exchange Club wins Best Original Project

The Angleton Exchange Club, the Memorial Exchange C  lub and the Exchange Club of
Baton Rouge all submitted entries in the District’s Best Original Project competition. Oral
presentations were made to a panel of distinguished judges at the District Convention, with
Angleton emerging victorious. Below is a brief sum mary of the three projects. For more
details about any of the projects, the e-mail addre  ss of each Club’s contact person is pro-
vided.

Angleton Veteran’s Project
Submitted by Patti Smith-McNeese (e-mail:  pattiemcneese@sbcglobal.net )

The Veteran's Project Angleton did was completed in conjunction with the combined vet-
eran's groups (VFW's, American Legions, etc). We worked together to raise $23,000.00 from pri-
vate donations to bring about a three-day celebration for the Veterans. Exchange Club members
served on the planning committee and met weekly for six months working on the project. On
Wednesday evening we had a reception to recognize all the posts which had hosted the celebra-
tions in the past. We gave each one a statue from the Vietham Memorial. On Friday and Saturday
we had a BBQ Cook-off. There was an Exchange Club team, also this helped to get the food
needed for the dinner on Saturday. On Saturday, we started with a breakfast for all vets and then
went to the parade route. Exchange Club members handed out flags to all bystanders and partici-
pants. The parade had about 3000 participants, including 250 motorcycles to lead the way!!! Talk

the parade, everyone ended at the football stadium and there was a program honoring veterans
from each conflict. Exchange Club members lead the pledge and helped to make sure that all par-
ticipants were in the right place. We had sky divers and presented awards to our essay winners.
Following the program, everyone moved to the fairgrounds for the awards presentation for the
cook-off. The Exchange Club won an award!!!! Later in the afternoon, we served 800 vets a BBQ
dinner and then treated them and the community at large to a concert presented by Shadow Creek
Entertainment featuring James Lann opening for Luke Stricklin who recorded the song "American
By God's Amazing Grace" which he wrote while he was stationed in Iraqg. In all it was a beautiful
celebration and well worth all the time and energy spent on it.

Memorial “Boxes to Soldiers in Iraq” Project
Submitted by Susan Schwartz (e-mail:  Susanschw@aol.com )

The Memorial Club submitted the original project of sending boxes to our soldiers in Iraq.
One of our members, Steve Sigloch, has a son who is a captain with the Corps of Engineers at-
tached to one of the Army battalions. He sent him an e-mail asking what we could send them.
The list we got back was for the children in the village. We sent backpacks, flip flops, crayons, col-
oring books, t-shirts, candy, stuffed animals, and last but not least ONE HUNDRED cammo soccer
balls. The pictures we got back were a blast. Then one of our members who has a Girl Scout
asked if we would like to purchase cookies and send them to the soldiers. The response was
huge. Then Marc talked to another Girl Scout leader and they did the same. We ended up send-
ing close to 1,000 boxes to Irag. | think everyone in the battalion had their own box. We will con-
tinue to look for other opportunities to support our troops.
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Baton Rouge Fishing Rodeo Project

Submitted by Richard Flicker (e-mail:  flicker@premier.net )

The Exchange Club of Baton Rouge held its tenth annual Fishing Rodeo for the cli-
ents of Gulf Coast Teaching Family Services, a regional non-profit agency serving the special
needs of developmentally challenged and foster children. Between 30 and 50 children participate
every year. The rodeo is held at Waddill Wildlife Refuge which has two large ponds stocked with a
variety of fish ranging from a fraction of an ounce to several pounds in size. Used trophies are do-
nated by the public and refurbished by Exchangites. Every child who catches anything receives a
trophy ... from longest and heaviest fish, to best smelling fish, happiest fish, most patriotic fish,
cuddliest fish, etc. Each fish is weighed, measured, smelled, and assessed for other distinguishing
characteristics, and then thrown back into the ponds. Everyone receives a “Fishtificate of Participa-
tion.” Following the rodeo is a picnic lunch (hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, cookies, soft drinks), af-
ter which the trophies and fishtificates are awarded. Cane poles are provided by Wildlife & Fisher-
ies; the Exchange Club provides the bait (worms, crickets, weenies), trophies, fishtificates, com-
memorative t-shirts, food, and labor. For the past couple of years, American flags have been
handed out during the awards ceremony turning this into a “giveakidaflagtowave” project as well.
As each winner is called up individually to receive his or her trophy and/or fishtificate, everyone
cheers and waves their flags. This project annually enjoys the highest member participation of any
of our projects. It is also the most heartwarming.
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President: Larry Rousseau

2016 Main Street, Suite 102
713-222-0550 off
Lawrence_rousseau@yahoo.com

President Elect: Susan Schwartz
314 Belin Manor Drive
713-464-6138 home
susanschw@aol.com

Secretary: Allison Mitchell

1125 Dunbar

713-435-5168 off
Allison.mitchell@capitalonebank.com

Treasurer: Greg Yokell
625 Harvard Street
713-869-2262 home

re mail.com

Past President: Debra Hebert
202 Redbud Circle
281-485-0332 office
debhebert@sbcglobal.net

VP CAP: Michael Cole
3228 Vista Lake Drive
713-408-6363 off
mdcole@consultiques.com

VP PAL: Marc Schwartz
314 Belin Manor Drive
713-771-5011 office
mschwartz@hsskgroup.com

Division 1 Dir: Chayo Huff
2523 Churchills Ferry
281-413-6861 off

chayotx@swbell.net

Division 2 Dir: Charles Garcia
1201 McDuffie, #204
713-523-4232 off
Charles.garcia@hp.com

Division 3 Dir: Lee Martin
12418 Cobblestone
713-965-5032 off
Imartin18@sprintpcs.com

Division 4 Dir: Lou Piegsa
16610 Castle Freaser
281-859-9511 home

jpiega@yahoo.com

Division 5 Dir: Ro'Vin Garrett
629 Milton

979-864-1838 off
roving@brazoria-county.com

Division 6 Dir: Richard Flicker
975 Ridgepoint Court
225-767-0007 office
flicker@premier.net

281-316-0311 home

713-464-6138 home

225-767-0004 home

(Allen Center)
Houston, TX 77002
713-373-5044 home

(Memorial)

Houston, TX 77024
832-264-4478 cell

or sschwartz@hillcroftmed.com

(Heights)
Houston, TX 77009
713-880-0246 home

(Heights)
Houston, TX 77007
832-722-4074 cell

(Pearland/Pasadena)

League City, TX 77573
713-825-3373 cell

or bhebertl0@houston.rr.com

(Sugar Land)
Sugar Land, TX 77478
281-494-0949 home

(Memorial)
Houston, TX 77024
832-265-0765 cell

(Fort Bend)
Richmond, TX 77469
281-341-7717 home

(Heights)
Houston, TX 77019
713-523-2335 home

(Houston)
Houston, TX 77024
713-464-7126 home

(Memorial)
Houston, TX 77084

(Angleton)
Angleton, TX 77515
979-864-5091 home

(Baton Rouge)
Baton Rouge, LA 70810
225-931-1626 cell
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